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peace was made in 1815, Holland finally sold it to Britain for
£6,000,000. Britain wanted it mainly as a calling-place for ships
on the long voyage to India, and for many years almost the only
white inhabitants were the Dutch farmers, who cultivated the
soil in primitive style with slave-labour. These " Boers " were
much aggrieved when slavery was abolished in all British
possessions (1833), the more so as the sum offered them was
quite inadequate. At about the same time they were faced with
another difficulty—the attacks of warlike Kaffirs from the north.
Sir Benjamin D'Urban, the Governor of Cape Colony, drove
the Kaffirs back, and annexed a strip of territory to be a sort of
" No Man's Land " between them and Cape Colony. But when
Lord Glenelg, the Home Secretary, heard of this he felt that the
Kaffirs had been wronged. The annexation was cancelled and
D'Urban recalled. The Boers were disgusted. They felt that
the British Government had not only robbed them of the labour
necessary to till their farms, but had shown itself unwilling even
to defend them against their savage enemies. So some of them
decided to seek new homes for themselves in the wilderness,
where they would be able to make their own arrangements both
as to labour and to protection. This exodus was known as
The Great Trek. A number of families put all their movable
property in their great ox-wagons and set out northwards,
driving their herds before them. Some settled down beyond
the Orange River, but others pushed on until they had crossed
the Vaal.
But their farmsteads were so scattered that they were quite
unable to organise any effective defence against the Kaffir raids ;
and this left Cape Colony itself exposed to similar attacks. So
Sir Harry Smith, the new Governor, decided to annex the new
Boer territories (1847). For a few years South Africa enjoyed
peace and quiet; but then there was another change of policy
in the British Government. As we have seen, our statesmen
were very ready to rid themselves of the responsibility for
governing overseas possessions, which they felt were more
trouble than they were worth. In 1852, therefore, they recog-

